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About the 2012 NLCC Theme
The late Reynolds Price, longtime Duke University author and scholar, once said, “A need to hear and
tell stories is essential to the species Homo sapiens, second in necessity, apparently, after
nourishment and before love and shelter.”
Whether stories take the form of tall tales, folk tales, fairy tales, ghost stories, myths, fables,
legends, lore, oral literature, personal narratives, creative narratives, history, or

political commentary, they have been around forever, pre-dating the written word.

Stories appear everywhere: in writing, music, drama, sculpture, photography, paintings, film,
symbols, dancing, sports, nature, politics, business, and everyday conversation.

Sit back during the 2012 NLCC and listen to some stories. It’s a great Southern tradition.
Director of Proceedings:

William F. Winter, Jackson, Miss., President Emeritus, Board of Trustees, Mississippi Department of Ar-
chives and History, and former Governor of Mississippi

Wed., Feb. 22, 2012

11 a.m., Copiah-Lincoln Community College, pre-conference program, “Parables about People Around
the World,” by Terrence Roberts, a jali/griot, a master storyteller, Meridian, Miss.



Thurs., Feb. 23, 2012

1:30-5 p.m. Pre-conference screening of “Tell About the South: Voices in Black and White,” narrated by
Rita Dove, a film produced by the National Endowment for the Humanities <http://www.ageefilms.org/
neh.html> and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting <http://www.cpb.org> , at Copiah-Lincoln Com-
munity College

5-7 p.m. Oxford American magazine’s 20th anniversary reception, Monmouth Plantation, hosted by the
magazine

8 p.m. Natchez Convention Center, official conference opening and keynote address, “Supper Table
Stories,” by Lewis Lord, Falls Church, Va., formerly of Natchez, a journalist and historian for years with
United Press International as Southern Division News Manager in Atlanta, Ga., and later, with U.S. News
& World Report in Washington, D.C., as news executive and writer of cover stories on historical topics.
His articles appear also in Reader’s Digest, Portrait of America, and Annual Editions: American History.

Fri., Feb. 24, 2012 - Natchez Convention Center

9 a.m. “Legends in Red, White, and Black” by George E. Lankford, Batesville, Ark., Professor Emeritus
of Folklore, Lyon College, Batesville, Reachable Stars: Patterns in the Ethnoastronomy of Eastern North
America, and editor of Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery Narratives from the 1930s WPA Col-
lections <http://www.uapress.com/titles/sp06/lankford_witness2.html>

10:15 a.m. “Parables about People Around the World” by Terrence Roberts, a jali/griot (master story-
teller), Meridian, Miss.

11 a.m. “The Faulkners | Knew: William Faulkner and His Niece, Dean Faulkner Wells” by Lawrence
“Larry” Wells, owner of Yoknapatawpha Press, Oxford, Miss.

2 p.m. “Come and Listen To My Story -- The Melodic Narrative in American Country Music” by Tricia
Walker, Director, Delta Music Institute, Delta State University, Cleveland, Miss., and Davis Raines, singer/
songwriter, Nashville, Tenn.

3:15 p.m. “Old Tombigbee Storytelling” by Michael Mills, Oxford, Miss., Chief Judge, Northern District,
United States District Court, and author, Twice Told Tombigbee Tales, nhumerous short stories, and law
journal articles

5-6 p.m. Reception with blues music, Natchez Museum of African-American History; $10 at the door

8 p.m. “After Medgar: No More Fear” by Frank X Walker, Lexington, Ky., Associate Professor, Department
of English; Co-chair, Africana Studies; and Editor of PLUCK!, University of Kentucky, founding member
of the Affrilachian Poets; editor of Eclipsing a Nappy New Millennium <http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/
NKAA/source.php?source_id=305> , and author of Affrilachia <http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/NKAA/
source.php?source_id=3> and Buffalo Dance: The Journey of York <http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/NKAA/
source.php?source_id=179>

Sat., Feb. 25, 2012 - Natchez Convention Center (unless otherwise noted)

9 a.m. “Richard Wright’s Spinning of Tales” by Jerry W. Ward Jr., New Orleans, La., Distinguished Scholar



and Professor of English and African World Studies at Dillard University and author of Redefining American
Literary History, Black Southern Voices, Trouble the Water: 250 Years of African American Poetry, and The
Katrina Papers: A Journal of Trauma and Recovery

10:15 a.m. “Traveling Through ‘Dixie’ With ‘Zeus’ ” by Curtis Wilkie, Oxford, Miss., and New Orleans,
La., Overby Fellow at the Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics, the University of Missis-
sippi, national and foreign correspondent for the Boston Globe, and author of Arkansas Mischief: The
Birth of a National Scandal, Dixie: a Personal Odyssey Through Events That Shaped The Modern South, and
The Fall of the House of Zeus: The Rise and Ruin of America’s Most Powerful Trial Lawyer

11:15 a.m. “My Love Affair with Food” by Marcelle Bienvenu, St. Martinville, La., food columnist, The
Times-Picayune, New Orleans, La., columnist for Louisiana Cookin’ magazine and Acadiana Profile maga-
zine, author of Who’s Your Mama, Are You Catholic and Can You Make a Roux ? (Vol. 1 and 2), Cajun Cook-
ing for Beginners, No Baloney On My Boat, Wings of Paradise: Birds of the Louisiana Wetlands, Pecans:
From Soup to Nuts, and Cooking Up a Storm, co-author of several books with Chef Emeril Lagasse, and
chef/instructor in the John Folse Culinary Institute, Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, La.

12 p.m. Thad Cochran Humanities Achievement Award presented to Alferdteen Harrison, professor of his-
tory emeritus, Jackson (Miss.) State University, and former director, Margaret Walker Alexander Research
Center, presented by Thad Cochran, United States Senator (R-Miss.)

12:30 p.m. Lunch at The Carriage House at Stanton Hall ($25 ticket), with music by Tricia Walker

2 p.m. “Oral History: Listening to Our Past” by Charles C. “Chuck” Bolton, Greensboro, N.C., Head of the
History Department, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, and author of The Hardest Deal of All:
The Battle over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980 <http://www.upress.state.ms.us/catalog/
fall2005/hardest_deal_of_all.html> ; “William F. Winter and the Politics of Racial Moderation in Missis-
sippi <http://mdah.state.ms.us/pubs/wm-winter.pdf> “ in Journal of Mississippi History; Mississippi: An
Illustrated History <http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1892724332/qid=1126796218/
sr=1-2/ref=sr_1_2/104-1875785-9951946?v=glance&s=books> ; “Mississippi’s School Equalization Pro-
gram, 1945-1954: ‘A Last Gasp to Try to Maintain a Segregated Educational System <http://www.am-
azon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B0008J6NQ8/qid=1126798645/sr=1-4/ref=sr_1_4/104-1875785-
9951946?v=glance&s=books> ’” in Journal of Southern History; and editor of With All Deliberate Speed:
Implementing Brown v. Board of Education

3 p.m. “Man Against Nature: Up Close and Personal with the Great Mississippi River Flood of 2011,” oral
histories by Natchez-area residents David Gardner, Natchez City Engineer; Louis Guedon, owner, Louis
Guedon Farms LLC and Church Hill Produce; Anthony Hauer, executive director, Natchez-Adams County
Port Commission; Carla Jenkins, owner, Vidalia (La.) Dock & Storage Co., Inc.; and H. Lee Jones, owner
and president, J.M. Jones Lumber Co., Inc.

5 p.m. Awards ceremony
Richard Wright Literary Excellence Award winners

- Patti Carr Black, Jackson, Miss., compiler, author, and editor of Guide to Civil War Source Material in the
Department of Archives and History, State of Mississippi, Mississippi Piney Woods: A Photographic Study
of Folk Architecture. Welty: An Exhibition at the Mississippi State Historical Museum, Mules & Mississippi,
Documentary Portrait of Mississippi: The Thirties, Eudora, Walter Anderson for Children, The Natchez
Trace, The Walter Anderson Birthday Book, Persistence of Pattern in Mississippi Choctaw Culture, Ap-



proaching the Magic Hour: Memories of Walter Anderson, Eudora Welty, Other Places: An Exhibition at
the Mississippi State Historical Museum, Art in Mississippi, 1720-1980, The Southern Writers Quiz Book,
Of Home and Family: Art in Nineteenth Century Mississippi, Touring Literary Mississippi, Early Escapades,
Eudora Welty’s World: Words on Nature, and The Mississippi Story

- John D. W. Guice, Laurel, Miss., Professor Emeritus of History, University of Southern Mississippi, Hat-
tiesburg, and author of The Rocky Mountain Bench: The Territorial Supreme Courts of Colorado, Montana,
and Wyoming, 1861-1890; The Old Southwest, 1795-1830: Frontiers in Conflict; Forrest County General
Hospital: The Evolution of a Regional Medical Center, A Prophecy Fulfilled; and By His Own Hand?: The
Mysterious Death of Meriwether Lewis

Horton Foote Award for Special Achievement in Screenwriting

- Scott Cooper, formerly of Abingdon, Va., and now of Los Angeles, Calif., writer, director, and producer of
the 2009 film, Crazy Heart, winner of the Chicago Film Critics Association award, the Independent Spirit
Award, and the Writers Guild of America award; also writer, producer, and actor, For Sale by Owner

6:15 p.m. Gala benefit reception/supper at Cherokee, antebellum home of Sharon and Michael Blattner;
(6135 ticket, with $100 tax-deductible)

8:15 p.m. “Chewing the Fat” by Julia Reed and Roy Blount Jr., introduced by Greg Iles, author, Natchez

- Julia Reed, New Orleans, La., contributing editor, Newsweek; commentator on CNN; chairman of the
board of the Ogden Museum of Southern Art; contributor to Garden and Gun, Conde Nast Traveler, Elle
Décor, The New York Times, and Vogue; and author of Queen of the Turtle Derby and Other Southern
Phenomena <http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0812973615%ie=UTF8&tag=wowowow-20&linkCode
=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0812973615> ; The House on First Street, My New Or-
leans Story; <http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061136654?ie=UTF8&tag=wowowow-20&linkCode=
as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0061136654> and Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other
Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life <http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0312359578%ie=UTF8&
tag=wowowow-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0312359578>

Roy Blount Jr., Mill River, Mass., commentator on “Prairie Home Companion,” “CBS Morning Show,”
“Tonight Show,” “David Letterman Show,” “Austin City Limits,” “Good Morning America,” “Larry King
Show,” “All Things Considered,” and other programs; contributing editor of The Atlantic and Spy, col-
umnist for Esquire, The New York Times, Inside Sports, The Soho News, The Traveller, The San Francisco
Examiner and The Atlanta Journal; writer and associate editor, Sports Illustrated, film editor, playwright,
and author of Roy Blount’s Book of Southern Humor, Long Time Leaving: Dispatches from Up South, Al-
phabet Juice: the Energies, Gists, and Spirits of Letters, Words, and Combinations Thereof, Alphabetter
juice: The Joy of Text, About Three Bricks Shy: And the Load Filled Up; musician with the Rock Bottom
Remainders, a rock band composed of writers, and former president of the Authors Guild

Sun., Feb. 26, 2012 - Copiah-Lincoln Community College

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Oral history workshop by Louis Kyriakoudes, Director, The Center for Oral History and
Cultural Heritage, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg

1-4 p.m. Screening of Crazy Heart, a film by Scott Cooper, with discussion





